2011
Rio Hondo College  

FORENSICS

Speech and Debate

Annual Intramural Tournament 

Hosted by the Forensics Club 






INVITATION 

DATE:
Friday, November 18, 2011  
 

TIME: 
12:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

LOCATION:  Rio Hondo College  - Registration and Tournament headquarters in A222. 

Student Lounge in A211 and Judge Lounge in A222. 

ELIGIBILITY:  

All enrolled students at Rio Hondo College who have not had previous competitive speaking experience are automatically eligible.  Students may enter into a maximum of two (2) individual events or debate.  If a student is competing in debate they cannot compete in any other event.  Generally, all experienced forensics competitors (who have competed in one or more tournaments) will judge and help coordinate this event. 

ENTRIES:
Entries are on a first-come-first-serve basis and may be limited if we reach capacity.  Entry 

Forms and fees must be complete and submitted to Janice or Wendy in the Communication 

Languages office (A219) no later than Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 1pm. In addition we

request that you email the Forensics Coordinator, Libby Curiel (lcuriel@riohondo.edu) with your intent to compete and include the names of your students as well as their events. 

COST: 

This year the Forensics club is hosting the intramural and they will be charging a nominal $10 

entry fee per student. This fee will help offset the cost for dinner and awards. Please submit the

student's entry fees along with your student list no later than Wednesday, November 2,

2011 at 1pm to Janice or Wendy in the Communication & Languages office (A219). 
TOURNAMENT GUIDELINES: 
1. In each round students are placed into competition panels of five to six speakers.  For example, if there are 20 speakers entered into Persuasive Speaking then they would be divided up into 4 panels of 5 speakers.  Speakers in the same panel will compete against each other in a classroom, and will be ranked from 1-4 by a judge.  At the end of the two rounds the speakers’ ranks will be tabulated. Then the top students with the highest rankings will compete in a final round for each event. 

2. Students may enter into a maximum of two (2) events and are expected to complete at least two rounds of competition and three, if they make it into finals.  If a student is double-entered (in two events), he/she will need to inform the judge at the beginning of the round so that they may be first to speak and leave in order to get to their second event on time. 
3. During rounds it is expected that the student be courteous and respectful to all other speakers.  If the student is entered in only one event, then he/she is to stay in the room for the entire round.  The only times a student should be allowed to leave the round after speaking is if a) the student is double-entered and must go to the other round; b) was the last speaker in the round in which case everyone is excused; c) is in some way ill.  If a student needs to use the restroom or use their cell phone, etc. they should do it before or after the round. 
4. The five categories do not compete against each other. Thus, a student entered in informative speaking will only compete against students with other informative speeches. 
5. There will be two or three people per debate team. Debate teams cannot compete in any other event. 

6. Informative and Persuasive Speeches will last between 6-9 minutes. Presentation aids are allowed, however media and other technology are prohibited (PowerPoint, etc.).    

7. Impromptu speakers will have 3 minutes to prepare their speeches and 3-4 minutes to give their speech. 

8. Oral interpretation performances may be 3-7 minutes long and can be from any literary genre (Prose, Poetry, Drama, Lyric) or any combination there of. Performances will be judged on the selection of literary merit, the theme of the selection, the argument made by the performance and the performer’s ability to bring the literature to life and embody literary characters.  

9. Judges will stop all individual speeches/performances that exceed 10 minutes.

10. All cell phones and other electronic devices of distraction must be turned off and put away (stopwatches are the only exception). 
EVENTS:


Informative Speeches:  6-9 minutes      


Persuasive Speeches:    6-9 minutes   


Impromptu Speeches:   3-4 minutes (with up to 3 minutes for prep)


Oral Interpretation Of Literature:  3-7 minutes


Parliamentary Debate: 32 minutes (including prep time)  


**Debate teams will consist of three people. 10 minute prep time.  Coaching permitted.  
Research may be consulted during prep time but not brought into the debate.  Topics are 
posted below:





PM  Constructive = 6 minutes





LO  Constructive = 6 minutes





MG Constructive = 6 minutes





MO Constructive =6 minutes





LO  Rebuttal = 4 minutes





PM  Rebuttal = 4 minutes
TOPICS: 

1. "The USFG should significantly reform its financial regulatory policies"


When researching for this topic, think about the current "Occupy Wall Street" protests
 
across the nation. Teams will argue for and against this topic for the first two rounds. 
2. Final Round Topic - "Facebook does more harm than good"

JUDGES: 
Faculty and staff are encouraged to participate in this event.  Faculty, staff, student judges, community members, and forensics students will serve as judges.  Please email lcuriel@riohondo.edu by Wednesday, November 2, 2011 at 1pm if you are interested in judging.  FLEX credit is available.  Judges should review the “Judging: instructions and guidelines” sheet that will be provided on the day of the tournament.  Judges should bring a stop watch and a pen.  All judges must check in to the registration table in A222 between 12:00 - 12:25pm. All judges must also attend the orientation on the day of the event at 12:30 PM in A222.   

Student Judging:  Student judges will be selected by their professors.  The orientation training takes place on the day of the event at 12:30pm in A222.

EXTRA CREDIT: 
Attendance forms will be available at the tournament registration table for students attending for extra credit.  Extra credit is up to the discretion of the instructor.  Student competitors who are participating out of his/her own intrinsic motivation are more likely to gain from this experience.

SPEAKER PROFESSIONALISM: 
Speakers are encouraged to convey a professional image.  Generally, it is advised that a speaker 
dress as though he/she is at a professional interview.  A Rio Hondo College public speaking 

instructor can give you suggestions regarding speaker ethos (credibility). ATTIRE: 
It is suggested that competitors dress in a more professional manner, suitable fashion.  
AWARDS:

Certificates will be presented to all speakers who complete all their rounds. The top speakers will receive speaker trophies.    
   SCHEDULE:
Friday, November 18, 2011
· Registration:  
12:00 pm  


(Judges and students must check in at A222)


· Orientation:  
12:30 pm  (Judges in A222 & Students in A211)
· Round 1:
1:00 pm  

· Round 2:
2:30 pm

· Finals:

4:00 pm




· Dinner: 
5:30 pm (Campus Inn)  

· Awards:
6:00 pm or ASAP (Campus Inn)  


· All competitors will need to sign-in before the orientation. It is imperative that they attend. If a student does not sign in it will be assumed that s/he is not able to attend and will be dropped from the competition.

· Snacks and water will be provided throughout the day and a Free dinner will be provided for all participants including judges, competitors and coordinators at 5:30 PM.  
MORE INFORMATION:
For further information contact Coordinator Libby Curiel at lcuriel@riohondo.edu or at (562) 463-3131.  
